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Welcome back to school and the fall! From the Codirection of the CCCCURA
The summer of 2012 gave a great opportunity for the partners of the CCC-CURA to attend the 10th international
conference of Coastal Zone Canada 2012 in Rimouski. We would like to thank the many partners who came for this event.
Thanks to you the CCC-CURA was present in the organizing committee, the scientific committee and presentations during
the conference.
It was also an occasion for us to organize the Youth and Citizens’ Forum.
Lastly, this summer was intense with the drafting of the mid-term report for the SSHRC and to ensure the funding
continuation of our Alliance.
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NEWS FILE
NEWS FILE
LONGITUDINAL PROJECT
The Community Accompaniment Projects In The CCC-CURA Territory

The communities of Cocagne-Grande-Digue and Dundas
(Nouveau-Brunswick)
Omer Chouinard, Université de Moncton, contact-researcher
Mélinda Noblet, Université Jules-Vernes (France), phD
Jocelyne Gauvin, Groupe de développement durable du pays de Cocange Grande digue, partner of field

The communities of Cocagne-Grande-Digue and Dundas territory in transition?
The communities of Cocagne, Grande-Digue and Dundas are partly located on the Acadian Coast of New Brunswick about
50 km from Moncton (map 1). Cocagne and Grande-Digue are on directly located on the coast while, the community of
Dundas is located inland, in the Cocagne River watershed (map 2). The first two have been impacted by erosion and
flooding on their respective shores during extreme events. On the other side, runoff coming from agricultural lands and
forestry roads in Dundas affect sediment loads in the Cocagne River and salmon reproduction and sport and recreational
fisheries activities and tourism.
It is important to note that in New Brunswick,
70% of the territory is not municipalized,
representing one third of the population of
New Brunswick (NB Local Government, 2012).
These territories, called Local Services
Districts (DSL), do not hold local government
and have no elected municipal councils. Only
the province of Prince Edward Island shares
the same situation in Canada. This is the case
for Cocagne, Dundas and Grande-Digue. The
three communities are members of the
Cocagne Sustainable Development Group
(GDDPC), a 15-year old active association
dealing with various issues such as
sustainable forestry, small-scale farming and
Carte 1 : Location of the three Districts of Local Services: Cocagne, Grande-Digue and
local food, fishing and aquaculture, tourism
Dundas. (Source : Unknown)
and the water quality.
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NEWS FILE
Other members include the Association of Anglers of southeastern New Brunswick (APRSE) and the Kent Watershed
Association (ABVK). Both associations share files with GDDPC.
In some ways, the GDDPC replaces the local governments when dealing with natural resource and environmental
issues. . For example, during the extreme events of December 21st and 22nd of 2010 leading to flooding and erosion,
the citizen meetings with the Minister of Transport of the Province of New Brunswick, in early January 2011, were
organized by the GDDPC. GDDPC also focuses on sustainable practices in farming activities in connection with the
farmers' association and the farmers of Harvest Chez Us as well as, in coordination with in APRSE and ABVK, healthy
eating with Transition Cocagne. Moreover, projects on climate change adaptation, especially for citizens those living
in coastal areas and along the Cocagne River, are coordinated by these three associations. Finally, GDDPG together
with the three DSLs, to various degrees, are interested in the aspect of municipalisation, particularly to responsibilize
citizens to regulatory measures to be adopted to deal with the acceleration of events caused by climate change.
In March 2012, the Université de Moncton in partnership with its practice partners, i.e. GDDPC, APRSE and ABVK,
published a report on “Reflective adaptation of coastal environment” and a “Draft Plan on climate change adaptation
of the DSLs of Grande-Digue and Cocagne”. Currently a document called "Measurement and control of watershed
sedimentation" supported by the Université de Moncton is in preparation (Winter 2013) in partnership with these
organizations.

Carte 2 : Study area, DSL of Cocagne, DSL of Grande-Digue, DSL of Dundas, New- Brunswick.
(Source : Unknown)
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CCC-CURA NEWS
RESEARCH SECTION
LONGITUDINAL PROJECT, COMMUNITIES OF STRATFORD AND MORELL ( PRINCE-EDWARD ISLAND)

Emily Thomas, student, University of Prince-Edward Island
Irène Novaczek, Island Institut to University of Prince-Edward Island

Reflections on the CCC-CURA: the student experience, Emily Thomas

“This project, for me, was about learning about PEI on a personal level, the interactions with people here and the connections I made
on PEI. As someone who had previously vacationed on PEI, it was a very different perspective for me to be working directly with
communities on a year round basis and being able to get to know residents of those communities. It gave me an opportunity to learn
how truly resilient residents of the communities I was working with are. It was an incredibly valuable experience that taught me a lot
about how to work with a variety of different people. This was a different kind of connectivity than what I am used to, coming from a
very small town and having constantly been in a heavily academic setting for the previous eight years.
On an academic level, this project gave me the ability to explore what resources are available at provincial, federal, and non-profit
levels. I had never had a chance to extensively explore this before, so it was a good experience for me and allowed me to gain a
further knowledge of what resources are available to communities both on PEI and in Canada. As someone who is not from Canada,
this was really helpful for me in learning about the context of policy practices within Canada. “

Note: Emily is a UPEI student who comes from a small island in Maine, USA and is doing her MA thesis in Island Studies, focused on
the lobster fisheries of Maine and Newfoundland. She worked as a research assistant with the CCC-CURA in 2011-12.
INFORMATION SECTION

■ Annual days of the CCC-CURA 2012 : The annual days of the CCC-CURA will take place on October, 29th-3th in Rimouski. Stay tuned
for updates and agenda!
■ Report of the SSHRC: The Codirection would like to thank all its partners for their invaluable collaboration in the drafting of the
th
SSHRC report. The mid-term report was sent electronically the August, 31 .
■ Coastal Zone Canada 2012: The conference Coastal Zone Canada 2012 held to Rimouski well proceeded and enclosed on June,
14th with a share of ideas for the declaration. This one will soon available.
The Interf@ce magazine devotes a part of it issue number 9 to the conference et particularly to the activité of the CCC-CURA, the
Youth and Citizen’ Forum: http://www.calameo.com/books/0007176559762b94939e0, pages 32-36
■ Changes within the Codirection: The Codirection will have some changes this fall with two departures for maternity. Chantal left
the direction of the Coalition-SGSL in August and Geraldine will leave the CCC-CURA coordination at the beginning of November.
Have great time on maternity leave! Chantal has been replaced by James Risdon (see his presentation in the “Portraits of partners”
column).

4

Coastal Butterfly

Newsletter #5
SSeepptteem
mbbeerr 22001122

Coastal Communities Challenges

CCC-CURA NEWS
COMMUNITY SECTION

THE 1ST MEETING ON WATER ISSUES OF THE REGROUPEMENT DES ORGANISMES DES BASSINS VERSANTS DU QUÉBEC (ROBVQ)

Antoine Verville, assistant general manager of the ROBVQ.
Organized by the ROBVQ, the first meeting on water issues was held May 23-25, 2012, at the Manoir St-Castin, Lac-Beauport (QC). .
This event, which brought together some 160 participants from watershed organizations and their partners, was an opportunity to
initiate discussions around major water issues in Quebec.
The participants discussed the relationships between water and climate change, health, forestry, the Northern Plan and hydrocarbons
as well as the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence watersheds, regarding the role of youth in resource management and integrated
management of water here and elsewhere.
For each presented topic, a partner collaborated with ROBVQ to organize one session. Among these partners, Challenge of coastal
communities-CURA (CCC-CURA) and the Institut national de santé publique du Québec (INSPQ), a partner of the CCC-CURA, have
respectively supported on the organization of two sessions, “water at the age of climate change” and “water and health”.
The Meeting was also marked by the signature of the Global Compact for better watershed management by twenty watershed
organizations from Quebec, Ontario, the United States and Mexico. This event, attended by the Minister of the Développement
durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs, M.Pierre Arcand, was made possible with the collaboration of the Network of Basin
Organizations in North America and the International Network of Watershed Organizations.
The holding of the first Meeting on water was financially supported by the sponsor of the event, the Ministère du Développement
durable, de l'Environnement et des Parcs (MDDEP) , to Desjardins and a major sponsor, Bionest.
The next event of the ROBVQ is the
th
13
Meeting
of
the
OBV
(http://www.defisdescommunautesco
tieres.org/nouvelles/eng#actualites)
and will be held in Rimouski, October,
26th-27th.
For more information about the first
Meeting
on
water,
visit
http://www.robvq.qc.ca/services/for
mations/rdveau1

st

The participants of the 1 Meeting on water
(Source: Antoine Verville)
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LET’S SHARE ?
CCC-CURA DISCUSSION

A tool for assessing coastal communities’ resilience facing environmental and climate changes
(Liette Vasseur)
For many people, assessing vulnerabilities of their communities to define adaptation strategies and improve their resilience to
climate and environmental changes may be complicated. Many tools exist but several remain complex and difficult to use. A
tool that has been used in several countries is called V2R – vulnerability to resilience – (Pasteur 2011) was modified and
adapted to our current situation of coastal communities in Atlantic Canada. This tool is based on coconstruction of the
vulnerabilities to coproduce adaptation strategies to improve resilience. It requires communities to work with their local
organisations. In June 2012, the Southern Gulf of St Lawrence Coalition on Sustainability in partnership with CCC-CURA held a
first practice of this new simplified tool. There were lots of interests and it is now being developed as a complete training
manual with presentation. This is being accomplished with new partners in New Brunswick who support the completion of this
manual. We intend to present the tool at the upcoming Annual Days of CURA in November.
Stay tuned!

Reference
Pasteur, K. 2011. From vulnerability to resilience. A framework for analysis and action to build community resilience. Practical
Action Publishing, Warwickshire, OK. 113 pages.

This workshop will be
given to the CCC-CURA
partners during the
annual days 2012

Workshop V2R during the AGM of the Coalition-SGSL, June
2012, Shippagan. ( Source : Liette Vasseur)
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DO YOU KNOW ?

The futur we want
(Steve Plante)

Last June, in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), was a great event. So important, that we had to move the date because of the Golden
Jubilee of the Queen of United Kingdom. At this event, it was question of "sustainable development", experience and lessons
of the Rio de Janeiro Conference on environment and development, Agenda 21 of 1992 (e.g. poverty, Agenda 21 local,
integrated management of the coastal and ocean, early concerns about climate change, importance traditional and local
knowledge in decision-making process, importance of the recognition of the role of civil society and indigenous peoples, etc.).
At this time, we are beginning to talk about subsidiarity.
In 2012, States reaffirmed the Rio principles. They have recognized the contribution of the action plans of the past and they
have renewed their political commitment. More than 27 thematic topics have been debated (http://rcen.ca/fr/rio20conference-des-nations-unies-sur-le-developpement-durable;http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/resources.html
;
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/french/aconf15126-1annex1f.htm). In all these topics, I will regard the one
relating to disaster risk reduction. First of all, throught the 15 principle who says that "to protect the environment,
precautionary measures should be widely applied by States according to their capabilities. Risk of serious damage or
irreversible, the absence of scientific certainty must not serve as a pretext for postponing the adoption of effective measures
to prevent environmental degradation". (A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. I).) We recognized also the framework for action of Hyogo 20052015 for fostering resilient communities to disasters and the effects of climate change in the context of sustainable
development and the eradication of poverty (http://www.preventionweb.net/files/1217_HFAbrochureFrench.pdf). The means
to achieve this objective are listed in articles 186, 187, 188 and 189 in which it affirms the importance to take into account all
the actors and all territorial scales of management in decision-making. For example, in the definition of long-term development
plans, or adaptation, should improve the coordination and cooperation between relevant actors to mitigate and to expose the
infrastructure and populations at risk. 20 years later we come back with the subsidiarity principle in the area of risk
management. Thus, given the state of current knowledge about risk and climate change, what expect the Canadian provincial
governments and Quebec to promote this coconstruction of solutions with all stakeholders? And if it was really a future as we
wished, by recognizing a lot of uncertainties and challenges, how can we contribute to build it? The issue is launched...
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PORTRAITS OF PARTNERS
Chantal left the Coalition-SGSL in August to devote herself to her new larger family. She was replaced in the
CCC-CURA by James Risdon, the new executive director of the Coalition-SGSL.
The partners of the CCC-CURA will have the pleasure to meet him in person during the annual days 2012.

JAMES RISDON
Executive Director
Southern Gulf of St. Lawrence
Coalition on Sustainability

The new executive director of the Southern Gulf of St. Lawrence Coalition on Sustainability, James Risdon, is a business person
and administrator with a proven track record in project management and fundraising. As the executive director of the New
Brunswick College of Family Physicians, for example, he organized that non-profit’s Annual Scientific Assembly and relocated its
offices into a professional building. The following year, he joined the Terry Fox Run as a local organizer and immediately
increased revenues for the Bathurst run.
Born in Montreal, Quebec, he initially studied social sciences and journalism and graduated with a bachelor’s degree from
Concordia University. During his subsequent 15-year career as an award-winning journalist, he interviewed prime ministers and
prominent business people, environmentalists and artists, activists as well as the most disenfranchised people in our society. In
2005, he left the Telegraph-Journal, then New Brunswick’s provincial daily newspaper, and went on to study business
administration and found his own company, ACI Media Group and Gogiro Atlantic Canada. It published The Belledune Messenger
for several years and still provides websites and e-commerce solutions for small businesses and non-profits under the Gogiro
brand.
Deeply committed to quality of life issues, James has twice run for the mayoralty of the City of Bathurst based on an
environmental and economic development platform and provided input to the Nuclear Waste Management Organization on the
storage of nuclear waste.
James and his wife, Ada Chan, have chosen to live in the Parkwood Heights neighbourhood of Bathurst, on New Brunswick’s
North Shore, where they are raising two daughters and continuously filling holes left in their lawn by their border collie-lab mutt,
Sushi.

CHANTAL GAGNON left definitively the CCC-CURA and the Coalition-SGSL in August to take care of her new baby
and also to devote herself to her family.
She gave birth to a little girl on August, 28th.
We congratulate the new parents and we wish them a wonderful new life!!
Chantal says hello to all partners and is currently enjoying a well deserved vacation with her family.
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INFORMATION SECTIONS
READING/SEEING

UPCOMING EVENTS

■ The Interf@ce magazine, n°9 :
http://www.interface-medias.com/

■ September, 14th: deadline for submission of
projects to the call for proposal of RNCan.

■ Article on risks and natural disasters under
climate change scenario:
http://www.rff.org/Publications/Pages/Publicat
ionDetails.aspx?PublicationID=21945

■ October, 26th-27th: Meeting of the ROBVQ to
Rimouski

■ Report of the United Nations Conferences on
Sustainable Development RIO+ 20, 24
june2012 :
http://www.uncsd2012.org/content/document
s/814UNCSD%20REPORT%20final%20revs.pdf
■ In your email: The monthly news sent all early
months by the Codirection of the CCC-CURA. (
Felle free to participate to it !)

■ October, 29th-30th: Annual days of the CCCCURA in Rimouski.

SPECIAL MESSAGES
Thank you to our partners for their articles.

We count on you for the future issues of our
newsletter!

DON’T FORGET
Send quickly your information (presence or not,
registration form, presentation if it is
appropriate…) for the annual days of October.

To participate to the next issue,
contact the coordination of the CCCCURA before December, 10th

Creators : Géraldine Colli and Thérèse Chenard
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