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NNEEWW  FFIILLEE  

DDeecceemmbbeerr  ssttoorrmmss  

The month of December’s high tides were 

devastating to Eastern Quebec,the North Coast of 

the Quebec, the Magdalene Islands, Eastern New 

Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.  These areas 

were hit by major storms. The combination of high 

winds (100km/h) and high Autumn tides created 

waves reaching 6 meters in height which ravaged 

roads and homes.  

The December 6 and December 20-23 storms 

affected the CCC-CURA’s territory, which is why the 

CCUURRAA--NNeewwss is dedicating its February issue to 

these current events.  

The CCC-CURA’s Codirector, Steve Plante, 

responded to these events by issuing a press release 

which is available on the website (listed in the 

RREEAADDIINNGGSS section).  

In his presse release, Steve Plante, extended his 

support to the communities who lived through the 

December 6th violent storm.  He believes it is 

unfortunate that such events are needed to realise 

that territorial development must address the 

effects of climate change and human occupation 

along rivers and coasts.   « We must grab this 

opportunity to create an appropriate climate for 

stronger engagement of citizens, local groups and 

municipalities with political authorities to applying 

   

within a longterm perspective.” 

The CCC-CURA Codirector explains that adaptation strategies and innovative 

management (collectively or individually) must be determined to inform and 

adapt to coastal transformations caused by climate changes and political issues, 

transformations that are occuring ever more rapidly. “It is with this in mind that 

we must seek to rienforce the capacity for citizens and municipalities to ajust 

within the context of long term sustainability of communities that evolve within 

a vulnerable yet essential coastal ecosystem” says Steve Plante. 

Steve Plante’s press release triggered a rapid response from affected 

communities in the Bas-Saint-Laurent region.  He has since met with the Mayor 

of Rimouski, Qc, and the Emergency Mesures team of  Sainte-Flavie,Qc. These 

interviews were opportunities to explain the role of the CCC-CURA, its 

knowledge and technical competencies while discussing land-use  and resilience 

in a coastal zone.  These meetings will surely amount to concrete projects that 

will fit with in the CCC-CURA framework.  

 

It is never too late! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2011 to all 

The Codirection wishes you a happy new year 

full of success and projects 

And a happy Valentine’s Day!! 

Waht is the CCUURRAA--NNeewwss  ? 

The CCC-CURA’s new newsletter is  CCUURRAA--NNeewwss .This newsletter will appear four times per 

year and will follow this model: 

- A current events file concerning the challenges facing coastal communities 

- CCC-CURA news 

- Portraits of our partners 

- An information section 

 

Each partner is invited to participate in the construction of the newsletter. Do not hesitate to 

contact us with your articles, upcoming events, references, or messages. Contact Danica 

before the indicated deadline at the end of the bulletin. 

Homepage     p.1 

News file: Storms of december   p.2 

CCC-CURA news     p.3 

Portraits of ours partners    p.4 

Information section    p.6 

SSUUMMMMAARRYY  ::  

Photo: G.Colli 

Storm December, 6th, Bas-Saint-Laurent (Photos : B.Vigneault) 

Damages pictures page 3. 
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LLee  GGoouulleett’’ss  CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee  

AAddaappttaattiioonn  PPllaann  

 

 
Phase I – Raising awareness 
In 2007, climate change specialists made three presentations in Le 
Goulet on different aspects of climate change, storm surges and 

coastal erosion. The presentations provided local residents with a 
sound scientific base from which to make informed adaptation and 
planning decisions. Three principal coastal adaptation methods were 
presented: retreat, accommodate and protect. 

Phase II – Focus groups 
Researchers organized discussion groups with 10 to 12 interested 
residents, living both inside and outside the at-risk zone, and local 
leaders (including the mayor and councillors). The goal of these group 
discussions was to arrive at adaptation options to be included in the 
draft plan. This collaborative exercise led to, among other things, 
public consensus on the geographic definition of the area at risk. 

Phase III – Adaptation options 
The discussion groups decided on two principal adaptation options: 

Option A: The voluntary retreat of homes most at risk 
It was decided that relocating homes at risk from flooding (retreat) to 
a higher elevation is the most desirable and cost-effective means to 
reduce the multiple health and safety issues stemming from storm 
surge flooding. While the retreat option received consensus support 
within the discussion groups, it remains controversial for many 
villagers.  
For example, the logistics of relocation would be complicated, as 
funds would have to be made available to compensate for relocation 
costs and help persuade residents to make the move. Option A also 
includes sand dune restoration efforts, and modification of the 
municipal zoning bylaw to ensure only approved adaptive 
development occurs in flood-prone areas. 

Option B: The construction of a 3.8-km sea wall 
For some residents, the construction of a sea wall is the most viable 
option for protecting the community from storm surges and flooding. 
However, during the group discussions, residents raised doubts as to 
the efficacy of the sea wall in preventing flooding and contamination 
of drinking water wells for low-lying homes. If a sea wall cannot 
prevent these risks, an expensive municipal water and sewage system 
(estimated at $14 million) would have to be constructed to provide 
safe drinking water and sewage disposal 

 

NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWSSSSSSSS        FFFFFFFFIIIIIIIILLLLLLLLEEEEEEEE        ::::::::        SSSSSSSSttttttttoooooooorrrrrrrrmmmmmmmmssssssss        ooooooooffffffff        22222222000000001111111100000000,,,,,,,,        DDDDDDDDeeeeeeeecccccccceeeeeeeemmmmmmmmbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeerrrrrrrr        

Le Goulet is a small fishing community with a population 

of 950 located on the Acadian Peninsula in northeast 
New Brunswick. The village is low-lying and relatively 
flat, two features that make it particularly vulnerable to 
the impacts of a changing climate and rising sea levels. 

Local residents have noticed an increase in the frequency 
and intensity of extreme weather, including storm surges 
and flooding, and are worried about future impacts on 
their homes and livelihoods. For example, in the last 15 
years, four major floods resulting from coastal storm 
surges have affected up to 30 homes in the village. 
These floods contaminated drinking water supplies (salt-
water intrusion), caused septic tanks to overflow and 
flooded access roads, hampering emergency procedures. 
Contaminated drinking water and mould issues continue 
to be problems for many homes. 

Le Goulet is separated from the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
by sand dunes and salt marshes, both of which act as 
important natural buffers from storm events. Human 
extraction of dune sand in the 1980s (now illegal), 
combined with greater-than-normal coastal erosion rates 
(associated with reduced winter ice cover) and the four 
major storm surge events have resulted in erosion of the 
dune sand from a maximum height of 2 m above sea 
level to a height of just half a metre today. The lower 
dune levels leave residents increasingly concerned about 

the impact of future storm surges. 

In 2002, engineering consultants hired by the village 
recommended that a 3.8-km sea wall be constructed just 
seaward of the sand dunes to protect against the worst 
impacts of storm surges, at an estimated cost of $3.3 
million. In 2004, community leaders asked University of 
Moncton climate change specialists to assist the village 
in producing a comprehensive local plan to adapt to the 
impacts of climate change and rising sea levels. The 
development of the plan included three phases. 

 

AAddaappttiinngg  ttoo  CClliimmaattee  CChhaannggee::  AAnn  

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ffoorr  CCaannaaddiiaann  

MMuunniicciippaalliittiieess  
 

The continuation of this article is consultable 
on the report “Adapting to Climate Change, 
an introduction for Canadian municipalities”, 
Richardson ,G.R.A. Reference complete in      
“ READING”p.6 
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STORMS DAMAGES ON THE TERRITORY OF THE CCC-CURA 

New Brunswick 

Val Comeau 

December, 6 th 2010 

Photos:N.Barrette 

Pricne Edward Island 

Cavendish Beach 

December, 6th 2010 

Photo : J.Sutton 

Photos : B.Vigneault 

Photos : M.N Jugneau 

Bas-Saint-Laurent 

December, 6-7th 2010 

Magdalene Island 

December, 21th 2010 

Photos:Y.Martinet 



 

 

 
CCCCCCCCUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRAAAAAAAA--------NNNNNNNNeeeeeeeewwwwwwwwssssssss        

CCooaassttaall  CCoommmmuunniittiieess  CChhaalllleennggeess  

 

2010,February 

THE FIRST CCC-CURA PORJECTS.   

 

On December 17th was held the first meeting of the Coordinating Committee. Following this, six projects submitted by partners 
were accepted. These projects will be realized during 2011 and were awarded a total of $19 500 CAN from the CCC-CURA 
 
«Perception of environmental change and adaptation: the case of the Town of Shippagan» 

Omer Chouinard /Elise Mayrand- Coalition-SGSL/CVESLM 
 

«Citizen participation in addressing environmental issues in Magdalene Island» 

Martin Robitaille/Steve Plante- ZIP Committee Magdalene Island/Attention FragÎles 
 
«Values or attitudes to the environment. Where do we start? » 

Liette Vasseur/Darren Bardati-Regroupement des Organismes des Bassins Versants du Québec/Stratégie Saint-Laurent 
 
«Accompaniment of communities to coastal hazards» 

Geneviève Brisson/Steve Plante- Agence de la Santé et des Services Sociaux de la Côte-Nord 
 
« Building community resilience to climate change in PEI: what do Mi’kmaq people and watershed groups have to say?” 

Darren Bardati- Mi’kmaq Confederation of Prince Edward Island 
 
“Translation and dissemination of knowledge management toolkit to the partners of the CCC-CURA research network.” 

Irène Novaczek- Coalition-SGSL 
 
The Coordinating Committee will be meeting shortly to begin the development stages for the next call for proposals. 

 

22001111  AAGGMM  RREEPPOORRTT  

 
More than twenty people were present for the first 
Annual General Meeting of the CCC-CURA.  
 
This meeting was an opportunity to work together on 
project management. The Outcome Mapping has been 
accepted as a method of evaluation by all partners 
present.  
The Codirection is working on following-up on the various 
exchanges of ideas which took place over three days.  
 
The partners will be consulted in early 2011 to validate 
the work and classify the outcomes according to their 
order of importance. 

  

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC________CCCCCCCCUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRAAAAAAAA        CCCCCCCCUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEENNNNNNNNTTTTTTTT        EEEEEEEEVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNTTTTTTTTSSSSSSSS        

Liette Vasseur 

Attentives partners 
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Want your portraits in the next issue? Contact Danica before April, 15
th

. 

For the first newsletter, we begin by our 

three members of the Codirection 

PPPPPPPPOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRTTTTTTTTRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTSSSSSSSS        OOOOOOOOFFFFFFFF        OOOOOOOOUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRSSSSSSSS        PPPPPPPPAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRTTTTTTTTNNNNNNNNEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRSSSSSSSS        

STEVE PLANTE, Codirector of the CCC-CURA, researcher 

Professor in development of social science at the Sociétés, Territoires et Développement at the 
Université du Québec à Rimouski (UQAR). He teaches social, territorial and regional  development. 
Since his arrival at UQAR, he has specialized in insular and coastal stakeholder dynamics.He explores  
the issues of participatory governance, resilience, community engagement and adaptation of coastal 
 communities. He is also Director of the Interdisciplinary  Groupe de recherché interdisciplinaire sur le 
 developpement regional, de l’Est du Quebec (GRIDEQ) and responsible for the governance axis of the 
 Centre de recherché sur le développement territorial (CRDT-UQAR). 
 
With research grants from FQRSC, SSHRC and the Fund on Climate Change, he has worked for integrated management of the 
inhabited islands of the St. Lawrence in Quebec and for community involvement in adaptation to the effects of climate 
changes in the southern gulf in New Brunswick and northern gulf in Quebec’s lower north shore. In addition, he works with 
the Comite ZIP du Sud de l’Estuaire and the OBAKIR on the implementation of a committee on integrated coastal zone and 
tributaries management in Kamouraska and on the harmonization of federal – provincial policies regarding integrated water 
management. 

 

LIETTE VASSEUR, Expertise  outside  

the territory of the CCC-CURA,  

researcher 
 

Doctorate in biology, she is vice president of 
research at Brock University in Ontario.  
Before taking on an administrative position, Dr. Vasseur held 
the KC Irving Chair in Sustainable Development at the 
Université de Moncton. In terms of research, she adopts an 
interdisciplinary approach. Her research program is mainly in 
climate change, sustainable development, community-based 
ecosystem management (including ecological restoration and 
biodiversity assessment) and environmental health. Projects 
have been or are carried out in Canada and other countries 
such as China (where she is an adjunct professor at the Fujian 
University of Forestry and Agriculture), Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Panama, Brazil, and currently in Burkina Faso, Africa. Several 
projects have policy considerations, especially through 
committee appointments. Liette is involved in many different 
scholarly and professional activities related to environmental 
and policy issues . She has over 70 referenced publications and 
is involved in services to the community as associate editor at 
Botany, guest editor for the journal Feminist Research, and on 
various committees and councils 

 

CHANTAL GAGNON, Codirector of  

 the CCC-CURA, partner 

Chantal Gagnon is the Executive Director for 
 the Southern Gulf of St-Lawrence Coalition on 
 Sustainability (Coalition-SGSL). Prior to this she 
 was the Conservation Projects Coordinator for 
 the cross-border conservation organisation Two Countries, One 
Forest. She graduated with a Master’s degree in Resource and 
Environmental Management from the School for Resources and 
Environmental Studies of Dalhousie University. She has worked for 
various organisations and agencies in the Maritimes on a wide 
variety of issues, from environmental assessments on liquefied 
natural gas terminals to climate change adaptation for aboriginal 
traditional medicine. Chantal has a Bachelor of Arts honours degree 
in International Studies from Glendon College, York University and a 
hotel management degree from Collège Mérici in Québec City. She 

currently resides in Nova Scotia. 
 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  CChhaannttaall  aanndd  MMaarrttiinn  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  wweeddddiinngg  wwhhiicchh  ttooookk  

ppllaaccee  oonn  JJaannuuaarryy,,  tthhee  88tthh!!!!  
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To take part in the next newsletter, 

contact Danica before April, 15th 

admin@coalition-sgsl.ca 

Creators : Géraldine Colli, Danica Le Breton 
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SSPPEECCIIAALLSS  MMEESSSSAAGGEESS  

The Codirection thanks all its partners for 

their help in the SSRH first stage report. 

 

Thank you Omer Chouinard  and Darren 

Bardati for their participation in this 

newsletter. 

 

A very big thank you to people who helped us 

with illustrating the issue with their photos 

of the December storms: Marie-Noëlle, 

Benoît, Irène, Nathalie and Yves  

RREEAADDIINNGGSS  

■Richardson G.R.A, 2010. Adapting to climate change; an 

introdcution to Canadian municipalities. Ottawa, Ont. Natural 

Ressources Canada, 40p. 

http://adaptation.nrcan.gc.ca/case/index_f.php 

■ Press release  

http://www.defisdescommunautescotieres.org/public/docume

nts/nouvelles/index/communique_10_12_2010.pdf 

http://www.cbc.ca/canada/new-

brunswick/story/2010/12/08/nb-climate-change-charlo-

surge.html 

■ Internet links 

http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/climate-

prosperity/degrees_of_change/CanGeoClimateChange_FR.html 

http://rs.resalliance.org/2010/12/13/resilience-and-regime-

shift-videos/  

  

Coastal Communities Challenges 
Community-University Research Alliance 

www.coastalcommunitieschallenges.org 

 

                  UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  

                                        TThhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  iiss  ffoorr  yyoouu!!  

To communicate to all partners the events that will 

take place in your universities or organizations.   

 

Contact us to announce your upcoming events. They 

will be inserted in the next newsletter 

                  DDOONN’’TT  FFOORRGGEETT  

  

■ Important: For latecomers, the Code of conduct is to 

be returned signed to Geraldine before, February, the 

28th. 

■ Coordinating Committee: There are still vacancies  

IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  

WWhhaatt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhiiss  

nneewwsslleetttteerr??  

CCooaassttaall  BBuutttteerrffllyy        or        TThhee        BBuutttteerrffllyy  CChhaalllleennggee        

Give your opinion, take part in our survey 

http://doodle.com/h44v595tnuytvpww 


